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Evolva announces multi-product collaboration with Takasago  

 

Reinach, Switzerland, 11 December 2014 – Evolva Holding SA (SIX: EVE) today announces the signing of a 

binding term sheet for an exclusive collaboration with Takasago International Corporation, Japan. The aim 

of the collaboration is to co-develop novel biosynthetic production routes for several undisclosed 

ingredients with broad applications in the flavours and fragrances industry. Evolva and Takasago will apply 

Evolva’s fermentation technology platform to develop and optimise yeast strains for the sustainable and 

cost-effective production of the ingredients.  

Evolva will have primary responsibility for research and development, scale-up and manufacturing while 

Takasago will have primary responsibility for regulatory approvals and commercialisation. During the multi-

year R&D period, Evolva employees will work on the project and Evolva will be entitled to milestone 

payments if certain project goals are achieved.  The two parties will share equally the costs and the 

economic value derived from the manufacturing and commercialisation of final products.  

Based on current plans, the collaboration could result in commercially viable products within 3-5 years. The 

final agreement is expected to be signed in the first quarter of 2015. 

Neil Goldsmith, CEO of Evolva, commented, “This is another example of a project where Evolva’s role 

extends well beyond R&D and we share in the future success of the product. Our cutting edge R&D 

capabilities, strong intellectual property position and financial capacity enable us to take more 

responsibility in projects with partners. We are looking forward to working closely with Takasago and 

provide them with a key competitive advantage.” 

Masayuki Mita, Senior Vice President of the Fragrance and Aroma Chemical Division at Takasago 

commented, “We are excited to be working with Evolva to expand our ingredient palette. With their 

advanced fermentation technology, we believe the achievement of this project will offer the ingredients 

that are cost competitive and sustainable as well as boosting creative capability.” 
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About Takasago 

Takasago International Corporation is a world leader in the flavour and fragrance industry. Founded in Japan 

in 1920, Takasago has developed flavours and fragrances for some of the world's most successful food, 

beverage, fine fragrance, household and personal care products. Takasago is the only Asia-based global 

flavour and fragrance company specialising in nature-identical and asymmetric molecules using unique 

chiral technologies. For more information check at www.takasago.com. 

 

About Evolva 

Evolva is a pioneer and global leader in sustainable, fermentation-based approaches to ingredients for 

health, wellness and nutrition. Evolva’s products include stevia, vanilla, saffron and resveratrol. As well as 

developing its own proprietary ingredients, Evolva also deploys its technology for partners, providing them 

with a competitive edge and sharing in the returns they make. For more information see www.evolva.com. 

Questions about our fermentation approach? Have a look at our video. 

 

Contact Details 

Neil Goldsmith, CEO Jakob Dynnes Hansen, CFO Paul Verbraeken, IR 
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This press release contains specific forward-looking statements, e.g. statements including terms like believe, assume, 

expect or similar expressions. Such forward-looking statements are subject to known and unknown risks, uncertainties 

and other factors which may result in a substantial divergence between the actual results, financial situation, 

development or performance of the company and those explicitly or implicitly presumed in these statements. Against 

the background of these uncertainties readers should not place undue reliance on forward-looking statements. The 

company assumes no responsibility to update forward-looking statements or to adapt them to future events or 

developments. 
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